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“It was really having to let go of having any control over anything. Women 


Letting what needed to happen, happen, that was hard to do.” 


Kelsey Petrino Scott, on her experience after having a C-section with a potentially serious pregnancy complication blame 


Diversity at Capitol seen 
as answer to ‘man issue’ 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


With Frankfort rocked by Rep. Jeff 
Hoover’s resignation as House speaker 
last Sunday amid a sexual harassment 
scandal, some lawmakers have an idea 
for improving the culture at the Capi- 
tol: more women in the legislature, 
with at least a few in leadership. 

Hoover, a Jamestown Republican, 
announced he was stepping down af- 
ter a week of controversy touched off 
by a Courier Journal report that he had 
entered a confidential settlement over 
sexual harassment involving a woman 
on his legislative staff. 

“The culture up there is an attitude 
toward women that is very condescen- 
ding,” said Rep. Mary Lou Marzian, a 
20-year member of the General As- 
sembly. “They objectify women.” 

Women hold four of the 38 state 
Senate seats and 19 of the 100 seats in 
the House. They hold no leadership 
positions in either chamber. 

Kentucky is 42nd among states in 

> the percentage of women elected to 
Kelsey Petrino Scott, daughter of U of L football coach Bobby Petrino, holds daughter Anissa Scott. Last month, Kelsey serve in the state legislature, accord- 


was on bed rest with pre-eclampsia, a potentially serious pregnancy complication. PHOTOS BY ALTON STRUPP/CJ ing to the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. 


Rep. Sannie Overly, a Paris Demo- 
crat and the last woman in leadership 


© @ 
in the House of Representatives, said 
she believes having 
more women involved 
in decisions might help 


the male-dominated 
culture in the legisla- 
ture. She lost her lead- 
ership spot as majority 


Tight bonds help Petrino family endure daughter’s 


pregnancy scare and welcome new grandchild Sannie caucus chairwoman af- 
Overly ter Republicans won 
control of the chamber 
Jake Lourim Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK in 2016 and appointed new majority 
leaders, with Hoover in the top leader- 
ship role. 


n the wall of the kitchen in the Scott 
family home, a small plaque lists two 
household rules: One, Moms the 


See WOMEN, Page 8A 


ES E) 
Boss. Two, See Rule #1. X Kelsey Pe- 
“I think when women 


have a seat at the table, the 
conversation is different. 

... We bring our outlook, 
our views, our values — the 
issues that are important to 


trino Scott sat this past week on a dark-brown, 
leather couch in her living room with her two old- 
est children off at school, her 2-year-old at daycare 
and a 4-pound, 2.6-ounce newborn named Anissa 
in her lap. X Things were getting back to normal 


there, back to gymnastics practices and chess club 


Anissa Scott “kicked butt” in the NICU, 
meetings and football games. See CRISIS, Page 8A her mother says. us and our constituents.” 


Rep. Sannie Overly 
Paris Democrat and the last woman in leadership 
in the House of Representatives 
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